
Groovy Greeks  (Autumn 1—History) 

Vocabulary  

Word Definition 

Assembly 
Where male citizens could dis-

cuss and vote for changes in 

their society. 

Democracy 
A form of government which 

is ruled by the people.  

Monarchy 

 

A form of government that 

has a single person as its 

head. 

Philosopher  
A term for Ancient Greece 

meaning ‘lover of wisdom’. 

Oligarchy  
A form of government  where a 

few families or significant peo-

ple are in control  

Olympics 
Games held every 4 years 

which began in ancient 

Greece. 

Tyrant 

 

A ruler who gained power, 

not through the official way.  

Previous Knowledge  

 

 

 

 

Key Facts 

The Ancient Greek times were from around 

2000 BC to 146 BC. 

 

In 146BC, the Romans conquered Greece. 

 

The Greeks called themselves Hellenes and 

their land was Hellas.  

Key Facts 

  

The name ‘Greeks’ was given to the people 
of Greece later by the Romans.  

 

They lived in mainland Greece and the 

Greek islands, but also had colonies 

around the Mediterranean sea.  

 

There was not one country called ‘Ancient 
Greece’, instead, it was split into smaller 

city states such as Athens and Sparta. 

 

The Greeks held the first Olympic Games in 

Olympia over 2700 years ago.  The ancient 

games were held in honour of their god, 

Zeus.  

 

Ancient Greece had a warm, dry climate.  

 

The Greeks believed that many gods and 

goddesses watched over them.  

Spellings:  Greek, Greece, Olympus, Olympia, Athens, Sparta, Ancient, goddess, conquered, islands, temples 

Entry Point 

Greek Vase making from clay 
End Point 

Olympic Games 

 
 
 
 

Trips/Visits 

Play-in-a-day workshop 

Key Questions Activity Passport  Experience 

 

Make a Greek Vase 

Perform in a play 

In Year 2, you learnt: 

 How to sequence effectively. 

 To compare past and present 

 About events beyond living memory 

 Can you name and place, in chronological order, the main time periods of ancient Greece? 

 Can you explain the differences between democracy, oligarchy and a monarchy is ancient 

Greece? 

 Can you list some similarities and some differences between the two city states Athens and 

Sparta? 
 Using different sources, explain what daily life was like in Ancient Greece. 

 Explain why Ancient Greece had a polytheistic religion, and the importance of religion in every-

day ancient Greek life. 
 What are the Olympic games and how have they changed over time? 

In Year 3, you learnt: 

 Ancient civilisations (Egyptians) and 

how they contributed to life today. 

 About chronology 



Invaders and Raiders (Summer 1—History) 

Vocabulary  

Word Definition 

sheriff 
A man who worked for an 

Earl. He ensured law and 

order was kept . 

Saxons 
German – Dutch tribes who 

settled in Britain from 

around 450 AD  

Invade 
Attacking and conquering 

another country. 

Monastery 
A building where people 

worship and devote their 

time to god.  

Runes 

 

Scripture or writing carved 

using tools into stone, bone, 

wood or metal.  

Settlement 
A place where people have 

come to live and built homes. 

Angles  
Tribes from modern day 

Denmark 

Previous Knowledge  

Key Facts 

Anglo-Saxons invaded and settled in Britain after 

the Romans.  

 

Anglo-Saxons developed 7 kingdoms in Britain in 

the 8th century all with their own kings.  

 

In 793, the Vikings invaded England and started a 

new era in British history.  

Key Facts 

 

The Vikings mainly started invading monaster-

ies (religious places). 

 

In 869, King Edmund creates an army to fight 

the Vikings but the army is defeated and King 

Edmund is killed too.  

 

King Alfred defeated the Vikings and it was 

agreed the Vikings would occupy the northeast 

of England while the southwest would remain 

Anglo-Saxon territory. 

 

King Alfred became ‘King of all England’ uniting 
the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms in the south and cre-

ating a sense of unity.  

 

In 1016, all of England was ruled under one An-

glo-Saxon king.  

 

In 1066, the Battle of Hastings happened. This 

resulted in the end of the Anglo-Saxon and Vi-

king rule in Britain.  

Spellings:  invade, kingdom. British, Anglo-Saxon, settle, ruled, defeat, Vikings 

Entry Point 

Live like an Anglo Saxon Wow day 

End Point 

Making a Pneumatic Monster 

 
 
 
 

Trips/Visits 

TBC 

Key Questions Activity Passport  Experience 

 

Write and perform a poem 

In Year 2, you learnt: 

 To  sequence events effectively. 

 About significant events beyond living 

memory. 

 Why did the Anglo-Saxons invade England? 

 How did the Anglo-Saxons come to Britain? 

 Why is this period often called the Dark Ages? 

 When did the Vikings first invade Britain? 

 How did the Vikings gain control of the northeast of England? 

 What ended the era of Anglo-Saxon and Viking rule in Britain? 

In Year 3, you learnt: 

 About The Stone age and Iron age. 

 What we have learnt from previous periods in 

time. 



Romans In Britain (Spring 1 — History) 

Vocabulary  

Word Definition 

Iceni 
A tribe of Celts who lived in 

the East of Britain. 

Celts 

Picts 

People living in Britain. 

People living in Scotland. 

Emperor 
A person who is in charge of 

an Empire 

Roman Empire 
The name for the land that 

was controlled by the Ro-

mans. 

Gladiator 
A person who fought for the 

entertainment of the audi-

ence. 

Hadrian’s Wall 
The wall the Romans built to 

keep the Picts out of Eng-

land 

Invasion 
When an army enter a coun-

try they wish to take over 

and fight to beat that country 

Legion 
The Roman army was made 

up of groups of soldiers 

called legions.  

Previous Knowledge  

Key Facts 

55BCE—Julius Caesar attempted to invade 

Britain 

43 CE– Emperor Claudius successful invaded 

Britain. 

60CE– Boudicca’s rebellion fails 

122—128 CE  - Emperor Hadrian builds a wall 

on the Scottish border 

140 CE—The Romans conquer Scotland 

306 CE—Constantine the Great declared Em-

peror at York 

401—410 CE—The Romans withdraw from Brit-

ain. 

Key  Background Information 

  

Family life was an important part of  

Roman life—laws were written to  

protect the family structure. The family 

you belonged to had a lot to do with 

your place in Roman society.  

 

Slaves performed much of the hard 

work and construction in the Roman 

Empire. Most slaves were people cap-

tured in times of war, but some children 

were born slaves. 

 

In Ancient Rome, the city was the hub 

of life. It was the place where goods 

could be traded, people could be  

entertained and important decisions 

were made.  

 

The Colosseum could seat about 50,000 

spectators who came to watch events 

including gladiatorial combats, wild ani-

mal hunts and sporting games. 

 

Roman children started school at age 7. 

Poor children did not go to school.  

 

Spellings:  Roman, Boudicca, Ruler, Temple, Battle, Warrior, Britain, Conquer, empire, civilisations, Iceni, invasion, gladiator, phalanx 

Entry Point 

Wow day– Roman Banquet 

End Point 

Learn how to march like a Roman Legion  

 
 
 
 

Trips/Visits 

Visit Dorchester museum 

Key Questions Activity Passport  Experience 

 

Learn to sew on a button 

Visit a Museum 

 

In Year 2, you learnt: 

 To  sequence events effectively. 

 About significant events beyond living 

memory. 

  
  
 When did the Romans invade Britain? 
 Who was Boudica and what did she do? 
 Who were the Iceni Tribe and what role did they play? 
 What did Roman Gladiators wear? What did they use to attack and defend? 
 What was life like for ordinary Roman children and families during this time? 
 Who were the Celts? What did they do? Why? 

In Year 3, you learnt: 

 About The Stone age and Iron age. 

 What we have learnt from previous periods in 

time. 


