Elm Academy MFL Strategy

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Learning a language enriches the curriculum. It provides excitement, enjoyment and challenge for children and teachers, helping to create enthusiastic learners and to develop positive attitudes to language learning throughout life. The natural links between languages and other areas of the curriculum can enhance the overall teaching and learning experience. The skills, knowledge and understanding gained can make a major contribution to the development of children’s oracy and literacy and to their understanding of their own culture/s and those of others.” The Key Stage 2 Framework for Languages (DfES 2005)
At Elm Academy, we believe that the learning of a foreign language provides a valuable educational, social and cultural experience for our pupils. It helps them to develop communication skills including key skills of speaking and listening and extends their knowledge of how language works. Learning another language gives pupils a new perspective on the world, encouraging them to understand their own cultures and those of others. We have chosen our focus language as Spanish as this is the main language taught in our feeder secondary schools. It is taught in Key Stage 2 using the Language Angels Scheme of Work and Resources.
Our aim is to develop the confidence and competence of each pupil in Spanish and for them to be passionate, curious and confident about their own foreign language learning abilities when they finish the primary school phase of their education.  We will help them develop and demonstrate substantial progress in the 5 key language skills necessary for learning Spanish:
· Speaking
· Listening
· Reading 
· Writing
· Grammar
We aim to ensure that pupils of all abilities develop solid foundations in these key language learning skills - properly preparing them for the next stage of their language learning journey. These skills will develop children’s ability to understand what they hear and read and enable them to express themselves in speech and writing. We will extend their knowledge of how language works and explore the similarities and differences between Spanish and English. We will also help strengthen their sense of identity through learning about culture in other countries and comparing it with their ownForeign Languages Policy     -     Page 1 of 4

Lessons are taught weekly and are designed to motivate, captivate and interest children from the first moment. They have clear, achievable objectives and incorporate different learning styles. SEN pupils have access to the curriculum through variation of task, grouping or support from an adult. Pupils will build on previous knowledge gradually as their foreign language lessons continue to recycle, revise and consolidate previously learnt language whilst building on all the four language skills. Pupils will progressively acquire, use and apply a growing bank of vocabulary, language skills and grammatical knowledge organised around age-appropriate topics and themes - building blocks of language into more complex, fluent and authentic language. Grammar rules and patterns will be taught by level of challenge:
We start with nouns and articles and 1st person singular of high frequency verbs in Early Learning units.
We move on to the use of the possessive, the concept of adjectives, use of the negative form, conjunctions/connectives and introduce the concept of whole regular verb conjugation in Intermediate units.
We end with opinions and introduce the concept of whole high frequency irregular verb conjugation in Progressive units.  
To check pupil understanding, we use a mixture of formative and summative assessment to monitor the progress pupils are making within Spanish. This is recorded on our online assessment tracking system to ensure that any gaps in pupil knowledge are recorded so they can then be addressed and checked.
