
Pirates (Summer 2—History, Design Technology, Science) 

Vocabulary  

Word Definition 

pirate 
a person who attacks and robs 

ships at sea. 

ship 
a large boat for transporting 

people or goods by sea. 

parrot 

a bird, often vividly coloured, 

with a short downcurved 

hooked bill, grasping feet, and 

a raucous voice, found espe-

cially in the tropics and feeding 

on fruits and seeds. 

rigging 

the system of ropes or chains 

employed to support a ship's 

masts and to control or set the 

yards and sails 

Crow’s nest 
a shelter or platform fixed at 

the masthead of a vessel as a 

place for a lookout to stand. 

Jolly Roger 

 

a pirate's flag with a white skull 

and crossbones on a black 

background. 

 

Previous Knowledge  

 

 

 

 

 
Key Facts 

• Pirates did not use walking the plank as a 

punishment—it was invented by Disney 

for Peter Pan. 

• Blackbeard was a famous pirate. He used 

to light the end of his beard to make him-

self look particularly scary. 

• Pirates were not all men—Anne Bonny 

and Mary Read are two famous female 

pirates. They often dressed like men and 

were just as fierce as the male pirates. 

• Harry Payne is a famous pirate who lived 

in Poole. 

• Children were often forced to be pirates 

as they were small and could fit in tricky 

parts of the ship. 

• Pirates started by stealing gold and silver 

from other ships. Soon these ships be-

came too protected and they started 

stealing sugar and cloth to sell. They also 

took food and clothes for themselves. 

• Parrots were captured in South America 

and brought back to England where they 

were sold. 

Spellings: pirate, famous,  parrot, rigging, deck, beard,  flag,  treasure,  map, hidden, fierce, ship,  gold, silver, scary,  eye patch, cutlass,  peg leg 

Entry Point 

Dress up as a pirate. 

End Point 

Pirate party 

  

Trips/Visits/Special events 

Visit Poole Museum—Pirate workshop 

Key Questions Activity Passport Experience 

 

Make a puppet. 

Create a class collage. 

 

• In Year EYFS you have learnt:. 

• To talk about  past and present events in 

their own lives and in the lives of family 

members.  

• In Year 1 you have learnt: 

• About changes in living memory. 

•  

• Can you name any famous pirates? Are any from our local area? 

• Can you remember the story of Harry Paye? 

• What would life have been like for a pirate? 

• What were the main jobs that a pirate had to do? 

• What were the main parts of a pirate ship? 

 

Well Being: to support the children during these unusual times we have a range of well being activities: 

• consistent and familiar routine, wherever possible.  

• PSHE weekly sessions based on Health and Hygiene. 

• Daily fitness sessions—including dance, exercise  and yoga.  

• Mindfulness activities—Zen Den 


